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BANDERA COUNTY, TEXAS 


Suppose we try to forget the author and see the book, get 
the good out of it, if there be any, and we hope you find some. 
“He that findeth his life shall lose it: and he that loseth 
his life for my sake, shall find it.’—“I am the way, and the 


truth, and the life.”"—“And because I tell you the truth, ye 


believe me not.” AQ igh 7Tib 3 


In writing this book we are not so particularly concerned 
in any individual or set of individuals as we are in the welfare 
of all. As a county, there is little, if any, peculiar merit or 
demerit in its history, as it has had about the usual, common 
run of ups and downs of such an organization. Her citizen- 
ship has been like all other sections in process of settlement and 
development; good, bad and indifferent, active and passive 
characters; but, like all this great Southwest, surroundings, 


' conditions, environment tended to evolve individuality, initia- 


tive; independent, self-reliant, bold, rugged, resolute character- 
istics in her people, that made for good citizenship as a whole. 
Some have done dirty, dishonest, disreputable acts, but such 
things did not meet with general approval, and those perpe- 
trating them did not feel proud of it, as they usually did them 
on the sly, under cover, in the dark, then tried to conceal] the 
facts for all time, showing they were ashamed of it them- 
selves. It is said that some of them disguised as Indians and 
drove off other people’s stock in “INDIAN RAIDS;” like one 


‘of the worst murders in the history of Yoakum, Texas, was 


probably committed by white men disguised as NEGROES, 
and the poor Negro is to blame for it yet; and likewise in 


' Bexar County and Negroes who were probably innocent exe- 


cuted therefor upon “confessions” obtained unlawfully, by bru- 
tal methods disgraceful to any community; but the majority 
of the people of Bandera County, Yoakum, San Antonio do not 
endorse such crimes thus committed by the few, if they know 
the facts. 

Most of the history of this section, that may be of inter- 
est to readers, was made before the County was organized, but 
is of unlimited value to us if we appreciate and use it. 
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Cer asics 


OUR HERITAGE 


Bandera County has thousands of tons of fossils, deposited 
here millions of years ago, when this was in the bed of the 
ocean. They are found in every section of the County, in, up- 
on, under every hill, in the creeks and rivers throughout the 
County; and are of great interest to every thinking, reasoning 
intellect; to every individual interested in the mysteries of the 
ages, nature and the truth. Their history is the history of this 
planet. A book could be written of each of them, and that is 
history indeed, history free of human prejudices and selfish 


whims, nature’s own history, written in her own language and 
way, unafraid, unbiased history. We have our dinosaur tracks 
imbedded in solid stone, and some of them have been taken up 
and carried north to the great museums of the country. The 
history of those tracks would also fill a volume, if detailed 
adown the eons of time involved therein. Then these majestic 
hills, beautiful valleys and streams, canyons, bluffs, limpid 
pools, sparkling brooks that help make her the enchanted land 
to those capable of grasping and appreciating the charm of 
it all. Those and many other natural assets, such as the cool, 


restful nights, soft, mellowing, appealing moonlight, and our 
“Gulf-Breeze” to cap it all off for joy, comfort and health. We 
have the Medina Lake now, also, with it’s fifty miles of shore- 
line edging around hills and bluffs, more enticing than any on 
the Gulf, with an altitude lifting us into the cooler atmosphere 
of these splendid hills and at the same time furnishing all the 
joys of boating, bathing, fishing found on the Gulf, while wild 
turkeys and deer stand back and pecp at you thus enjoying life. 
We have also, some 200 miles of river-front in Bandera Coun- 
ty. The Medina River basin lies through the center of the 
County, with hundreds of creeks and small tributaries flowing 
into it, including the three Medina Rivers, the North Prong, 
the West Prong and the South Prong; each having its head- 
waters up next to the “Divide” toward the west end of the 
County. ‘This County also has tiibuterics of the Guadalupe, 
Cibolo, Hondo, Seco, Sabinal, Frio Rivers, each and every one 
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with splendid springs along its course; the Hondo and Sabinal 
Rivers being beautiful streams in their upper reaches in this 
County. Excepting the Medina Lake, all this and much more 
are ours without human aid and regardless of our feeble ef- 
forts. It was all here before humanity came upon the scene, 
ready-made to our joy, comfort and benefit, if we will accept 
it and turn it to our good; but human-nature is a queer mix- 
ture, and what we will do with all this remains to be seen. 


HUMAN BACKGROUND 


We have a splendid human background, foundation, upon 
which to build, if we can learn from our forefathers and main- 
tain the ideals and standards bequeathed to us by them. And 
how far back should we go for a starter of our part in the sea 
of humanity? Just what do we know about it, anyway.? More 
than a thousand years ago, the Mohammedan Moors overran 
Southern Europe, taking over the most beautiful portion of 
Spain. The rulers of Spain had become so corrupt and cruel 
the people had nothing left to fight for, so were easy prey for 
the Moors. But the Moors also became corrupt, tyrannical, 


and Spain took advantage of that and undertook to drive them 
from her borders. A great battle raged at a mountain pass, 
the Spanish failing to drive their enemy therefrom, and des- 
pair enveloped them. Their generals were holding a last con- 
sultation upon their predicament, with orders not to be bothecr- 
ed, but a poor shepherd, told one of the guards he knew of a 
trail leading. around the pass. As a last resort they decided to 
follow him, He was to mark the entrance to the trail with 
a cow’s head, (Cabeza de Vaca), This worked; they defeated 


the enemy, and this poor, unknown Martin Alhaja, thus help- 
ed them win the battle of Las Navas de Tolosa, July 11, 1212, 
for which he was greatly honored by Spain, given high rank 
and his name became Cabeza de Vaca Nunez. One of his des- 
cendants, Alvaro Cabeza de Vaca Nunez, came to America with 
a band of Spaniards in 1528, They sailed along the coast of 
Florida, going inland often. Most of them were lost at sea 
or inland. This man Nunez, Cabeza de Vaca, he is better known 
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by, was one of them. He was captured by Indians, made their 
slave, suffering almost unbelievable tortures and hardships, 
but finally became one of their great Medicine Men. While 
their own Medicine Men seared their patients with fire before 
healing, or in healing them, he did greater cures without sear- 
ing, so eventually rose to where he was one of their Gods; wor- 
shiped by them as such. Indians came from far and near to 
be healed by his mighty magic. About 1535 he and two of 
his old Spanish companions he found among the Indians head- 
ed west through what is now Texas, in a triumphal parade; a 
GOD. One Tribe would follow him to the next; they on to the 
next; he healing the sick and afflicted as he came along; a GOD 
trom the East. While his exact route is not known, he probab- 
ly came up the Medina River, as he discovered the Big Bend 
in the Rio Grande, and we have the honor of being on the O. S. 
T. (Old Spanish Trail), and those Indians knew this to be a 
veritable paradise and natural passway along that route. It 
is said that this man, Cabeza de Vaca Nunez, was the first 
European to cross this Continent by land, first EKuropean Ex- 
plorer of this region; first to write our history. His story is 
one of the outstanding ones in history, part of Bandera County. 
Then, about 200 years ago, the Apache Indians occupied the 
Medina and Guadalupe valleys and mountains. They raided the 
village of San Antonio at will, making life there unbearable. 
It then being Spanish Territory, San Antonio asked the Spanish 
Government to protect them from these Indians, and Spain 


sent General Bandera to San Antonio. After grasping the sit- . 


uation, General Bandera with his 600 Spanish soldiers marched 
up the Medina River to about where Bandera now is; left here 
to go through the gap in the mountains to the north. The In- 
diangs knew his movements; sent their women, children and be- 
longings out toward the divide at the head of the rivers, while 
the warriors planted themselves in and around that Pass, 
thousands of them, to defend their. land against these intruda- 
cvs, just as we will if Japan tries to drive us out of this same 
Villey. Those Indians made a brave, bold, heroic stand for 
their rights, their homes and hunting grounds; and the battle 
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raged in and around that Pass for three days before defeat of 
the Indians and their flight to the Northwest, never to. return. 
en-mass. What were the feelings of those Spaniards, General > 
: Bandera, thus surrounded by those Indian hordes in that little 
Pass on the opposite side of the earth from their own homes 
and loved ones, and with no possible hope of life if the Indians 
gained the victory? Can we imagine the awe and inspiration 
of those days and nights, with thousands of Indians yelling, 
howling, crying, shrieking, tossing rocks and rolling boulders 
down upon them day and night? Can we grasp that? Is that, 
alone, not sufficient to make it one of the most historic spots 
in America? Is that good ground for giving us the name 
“BANDERA”? Go see it guests; imbibe it, never to forget 
it and its history. 

About 100 years after General Bandera fought that hbdable 
battle in Bandera Pass, General Ben McCullough, in command 
of a company of Texas Rangers or Indian Scouts, fought a 
desperate battle with Indians in Bandera Pass. They saw 21 
Indians ride into the Pass. After the battle they found 20 
‘dead Indians, but did not know what became of the other one. 
Was he their ‘Messenger of defeat? 

Then, about four years later, still, Captain John Coffee 
Hays, (better known to us as Jack Hays) started through 
Bandera Pass with some forty Rangers or Scouts, and they 
were ambushed there by Comanches. A desperate hand-to-hand 
battle again raged there until the Indian Chief was killed, 
when the Indians retired to the north end of the Pass, the 
Rangers to the south end. Five Texas Rangers died in that 
fight and six were wounded. The dead were buried at a pool 
of water near the south end of the Pass, the wounded carried 
to San Antonio, for treatment. That Indian Chief was buried 
at the north end of the Pass. 

All that happened before there was a Bandera County, 
but it is part of Bandera County, and supremely rich in human 
interest. What will we do with it? And that is not all of 
it. In the Camp Verde Valley, at the foot of the hills just north 
of Bandera Pass and part of itg history, was old Camp Verde, 
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a Government Post during the 1850s and 1860s, when not 
in the hands of the Southern Confederacy during the War Be- 
tween the States. There it was that the idea of Jefferson 
Davis, as Secretary of War of the United States, to try camels 
in covering the vast, arid regions of West Texas, was carried 
out; and those camels ranged upon and were used through and 
about Bandera Pass, until it was decided that horses and mules 
were better adapted to use in this region, than were camels, 
and the experiment was abandoned. 


Speaking of HUMAN BACKGROUND, FOUNDATIONS, 
in that battle of 1812, in Bandera Pass, many great, manly 
men took part. .General Ben McCullough then risked his life 
in the second battle there within four years. Big Foot Wal- 
lace, Jack Hays, Creed Taylor, Governor Bell, and others. At 
Camp Verde, such men as R. E. Lee, Jefferson Davis, Albert 
Sidney Johnston; three of the truest, cleanest, greatest men in 
history, appear. Along with that group of builders for us, 
Sam Houston, Crockett, Travis, and that group stand. Could 
there be a more inspiring incentive for us and ours to become 
and remain real men and women worthy of the name? Those 
men believed in the individual, Believed in, stood for the un- 
dying principles of personal liberty and human rights our go- 
vernmental institutions rest upon, and without which . there 
can no longer be an AMERICA, A TEXAS, A BANDERA 
COUNTY such as they labored for. They believed that all have 
EQUAL rights, That none should have special privileges. 


There is a tragic, pathetic, beautiful tradition connected 
with the story of Bandera County, or this region, rather, and 
if true it is one of the important events in connection with the 
history of this region. Near Christine, in the southern part 
of Atascosa County, Texas, are the remains of at least thirty 
people, probably many more, who seem to have been killed and 
partly burned and buried in a pit or pen some twenty feet 
square, Old Spanish settlers of that region tell of an early 
Indian story or tradition that some Indian Brave from a Tribe 


there, came to where Bandera now is, stole an Indian maiden . 
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from a Tribe here and took her back to his Tribe with him; 
that the Bandera Tribe pursued him, laid siege to them at this 
place, with the result thus discovered. Another story akin to 
that related in Homer’s Iliad, of the siege of Troy by the . 
Greeks, to recover Helen, who was carried from Sparta to 
Troy by Paris. if such stories ARE mythological, they are 
nevertheless true to human nature, and typical history of that 
age and condition, thus of great human interest. And THIS 
MAY BE TRUE HISTORY of Bandera. 


Another deplorable event which occurred near Bandera is 
evidenced by a number of graves about two miles south of 
town, and this story may never be exactly known, either, Dur- 
ing the War Between the States, many men dodged over into 
Mexico, to ¢vade army service, just as some did in 1918, and 
are probably doing now. Some merely wish to evade the draft, 
others may intend to aid the enemy. So it was then more 


extensively and inexcusable; for every man was needed then, 
if ever in the history of a people with their backs to the wall. 
4A number of men tried to escape into Mexico, They were fol- 
lowed by Confederates, captured, and returned to the location 


of these graves near Bandera, there executed and buried. That 


they were given anything like a regular, formal trial or hear- 
ing, such as emergencies demanded, is very doubtful, as their 
conduct was so grave that, in the minds of their captors their 
rights had all been forfeited by them, and they were probably 


executed without that fair hearing every man is entitled to. 
That seems unwarranted, in the light of today, as many things 
now happening will, also, when we cool off and get our bearings 
again, if we ever do; but WAR was “HELL” then, as it ever is, 
and resort to MIGHT never means it is RIGHT. WAR is al- 
ways the rule of MIGHT, rather than RIGHT. We gloat on 
WAR, write histories of the butcherers of men, hold them up 
to oncoming generations as heroes, yet we abhor the actual 
thing. We preach ‘Make ye no idols,” but idolize the butcher- 
ers of earth, dictators, if they are OURS. 
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BANDERA COUNTY HAS IT 

Our natural heritage; our human Background and Foun- 
dation. She is a splendid ranch country, home of the Angora 
Goat, Sheep, Cattle, Horses, Hogs, Poultry. A natural fruit 
country, grape, berry, vegetable country, and her people are 
now improving their herds to the best advantage. This is a 
good grain and hay country, also, and with the guest-ranch in- 
dustry, in addition to all these other sources of revenue and 
income, promises to place this region on a level with Switzer- 
land, California, Florida, if we rightly use our natural re- 
“sources and possibilities along with each of these lines of 
labor. 

Bandera was practically on a standstill, or going back- 
ward, for many years before the guest ranch possibilities 
dawned on us. Now, with thousands of visitors at our doors 
every year, bringing money from elsewhere to spend here with 
us, many splendid homes have gone up, our towns have grown 
and improved as never before, and this in the face of and dur- 
ing the worst, most destructive ‘‘depression” the moneychang- 
ers ever cursed this Nation with. The money our visitors 
bring here, makes it possible for our business concerns to pay 
their rent and taxes, helps educate your children and keeps us 
out of the bankrupt courts. A dollar thus brought here by 
them may turn over five times before leaving this community, 
thus doing five dollars’ worth of business here, helping every 
business in the County, from a monetary standpoint. 

Some good, well-meaning local citizens believe the tourists, 
as they call them, are undermining our moral standards, cor- 
rupting our social life, endangering our homes, etc. They as- 
sume. that this is an evil influence, an undesirable element 
thus brought into our midst. In this opinion, no doubt, some 
good people are sincere. They make no bones about it, say so 
publicly, and have a right to their opinion. They would stop 
these visitors coming here, destroy this industry, etc. 

To this effort, other good people do not agree with their 
friends, the ones who wish to destroy this guest ranch business 
now supporting this section to a large extent; and holding off 
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the Nationwide panic we have been forced into (except for this 
temporary war-splurge). 

To illustrate the two schools of thought and lines of con- 
duct, the Spanish Inquisition from which Europe suffered for 
hundreds of years, was the same effort to regulate and con- 
trol the other fellow; make them do as the powers that were 
dictated, or else; all mostly supported by good, well-meaning 
but misguided people. The same condition developed in our 
Colonies when they burned witches at the stake; good, well- 
meaning but badly misguided people trying to “reform” the 
world. 

Suppose Switzerland, California, Florida, had our natural 
heritage; human background, prosperous outlook, would either 
of them turn back and destroy it all for fear someone would 
visit them that did not dress to suit their ideas or act just as 
we wish? To come home with it, look at New Braunfels, then 
see Sutherland Springs. Both had all that nature could offer, 
about equal chances. New Braunfels used hers; Sutherland 
Springs refused to use hers. New Braunfels is a charming, 
prosperous, thriving city; look at poor old Sutherland Springs. 


Bandera is at the cross-roads now. Our past history is 
fixed; we can not change or alter it; misrepresent it possibly, 
but not change it; but the future is in OUR keeping, just now. 
We can make or break this section, and the responsibility is 
now OURS. 

Some 1900 years ago we are pointed to another wayfarer; 
one who had not whereon to lay his head, and who was con- 
demned and persecuted by those in authority then, as one un- 
fit to associate with his fellow men. They thought him a 
dangerous visitor at their doors; said he taught new doctrines, 
and Behold, he is a wine-bibber and associates with publicans 
and sinners; and he said to them, Drink ye no longer water, 
but take a little wine for thy stomach’s sake, They hounded 
him, condemned him, tried and convicted him, saved a murderer 
rather than this wayfarer, from the cross of death. 

Those were supposed to be the best people of the land. 
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Once this wayfarer said, Why callest thou me good? You re- 
member Pope said 


“The good may merit God’s peculiar care, 
But who but God can tell us who they are?” 


Goodness can be abused, can go to extremes, can become good- 


meanness, mean-goodness. “Love one another.” “Love thy 
neighbor as thyself.” These people are largely tired business 
people longing for a little relaxation, and if Bandera will treat 
them right, meet them half-way, it will help all concerned. Of 
course they should conduct themselves in reasonably respect- 
able manner, so should WE. They should obey the law of the 
land, so should WE. But by a little, narrow, embittered atti- 
tude toward our visitors, we destroy our best asset in life, as 
well as deprive them of that for which they long, and stand 
in need of. Let’s be too big, broad-minded, liberty-loving to 
act thus. Let’s cease crucifying that spirit of TRUTH, as of 
1900 years ago. | 


Many of us live in houses built on land the title to which 
rests upon a patent signed by SAM HOUSTON, himself, Pres- 
ident of the REPUBLIC OF TEXAS; why should we not be- 
come and BE real men and women, imbued with the spirit of 
AMERICA, TEXAS? 


Bandera County has churches and other places of worship 
well distributed throughout her confines, with many creeds 
and denominations represented, and always room for more. 
This is another thing to be admired in our County; all sects 
and creeds are welcomed, They mix and mingle in neighborly 
fashion, as they should; and there is very little of that narrow, 
puritanical spirit so aptly stated by the little boy in Sunday 
School, when the teacher asked why the Pilgrim Fathers came 
to America. The little boy’s answer was a clincher, when he 
said: “So they could worship God as they pleased, and force 
others to do the same,’ That spirit of FORCE has been the 
great trouble. May our County remain as free as possible 
from that FORCE spirit. Every TEXAN should study Article 
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1, Section 6, of Texas’ BILL OF RIGHTS, and become saturat- 
ed with it, LIVE IT. 


There is an age-old verse to the point now and always, 
entitled “What Constitutes A State?” 


“What constitutes a State? 
Not high-raised battlements or labored mound, 
Thick wall or moated gate; 
Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crowned; 
Not bays and broad-armed ports, 
Where, laughing at the storm proud navies ride; 
Not starred and spangled courts, 
Where low-browed baseness wafts perfume to pride! 
No! Men, high-minded men. 
Men who their duties know, 
But know their rights, as well, 
And knowing, dare maintain, 
Prevent the long-aimed blow, 
And rend the tyrant while they break the chain. 
These constitute a State!” 


May our County inuture that kind of MEN, be that kind 
of STATE, Just before this war saved their face, temporari- 
ly, our National servants said: “THE SOUTH IS THE PROB- 
LEM-CHILD OF OUR NATION.” Ye Gods! They have sys- 
tematically robbed' the South for 75 years, and are still at it. 
They have waxed rich at our expense; then to add this insult! 
Yes this whole Nation is prostrate, at their behest and order. 
Morally and financially bankrupt; personal liberty gone, indi- 
viduality destroyed; thanks entirely to them, Three vast, co- 
lossal drains carry all the South can produce, into their vaults. 
Interest on money, Usury; the automobile industry and use; the 
insurance racket. These take all the South can raise annually, 
into the coffers of those bloated egotists who think we are 
their problem-child. Texas, alone pays them a tribute of hun- 
dreds of millions every year, and the only way we can ever 
hope to see it again is to borrow it; arrange to pay them a 
bigger tribute. USURY, INSURANCE RACKET, ON WHEELS 
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all going to them; then they tax us to death in order to keep 
the machine running; and Bandera County has to bear her 
share of such loads; yet we worry about some woman dress- 
ing or not dressing just as we order; little things! 

When we become thus puffed up with our self-centered ego, 
it will do us good to turn to Matthew, Chapter 23; read and 
re-read it, see how it describes us. That Chapter was a mir- 
ror, looking-glass, then held up before the same school of 
thoughtlessness, for them to see themselves in a true light, 
behold their likeness; and that mirror is good for all time. Let’s 
look at ourselves therein, see ourselves as others see us, meas- 
ured by that same spirit of TRUTH. In this way we can get 
our own measure, if we have sense and decency enough to do so. 


Oh, for the good of Bandera County, let us become true to 
' our natural heritage, worthy of our foundations laid by those 
great people who handed us this splendid background of heroic 
deeds. Let us not turn the hands of progress back, cut off our 
noses to spite our faces. ‘This recalls what John Bright said 
in a speech on the State ot Ireland, in 1866. He said: “Her 
future depends on the power of her people to substitute equality 
and justice for supremacy, and a generous patriotism for the 
spirit of faction.” True of Ireland then, of us now. 


Bandera County has telephone facilities pretty well ar- 
ranged to her various communities, so that one can have, quick 
communication to any place desired. Daily mail routes reach 
most of her population, or so nearly so that it is within easy 
reach thereof. Bus lines and other public means of convey- 
ance, as well as private travel, brings the world to our doors, 
and gives us access to outside points almost hourly, for pas- 
senger and freight needs. We have a splendid highway con- 
necting with San Antonio and extending into the heart of our 
County, through Pipe Creek, Bandera and Medina, the three 
principal trade-centers of the County, and a connecting link 
now building to extend said highway on into Kerrville, thus 
creating a loop out of San Antonio, that affords one of the 
most picturesque, beautiful and charming drives in this Nation. 
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A large portion of the population of this County can drive to 
the City of the Alamo within an hour’s time. 

While we have a vast supply of native wood, some fifty 
varieties of it, covering practically the whele County, we also 
have electricity wired into all parts of the County. Bandera, 
Medina and many farm and ranch homes have electricity for 
lights, power and heating, with modern electrical devices in 
much use—a great stride, far-cry, from the old Cypress-Camps 
and Cedar hauling methods of earlier times here. . 

The Bandera New Era, published at Bandera each week, 
is a splendid County Paper, doing its part toward the present 
and future of our people, This County boasted a newspaper 
long ago, THE BANDERA ENTERPRISE, it having been un- 
der the management and direction of many people as time 
went on, finally burning in the destructive fire of December, 
1915, which swept several other businesses out of the picture. 
Some time later, the present Bandera New Era was founded, 
and is doing its work nobly. 


Bandera has public water system furnishing water to most 
of its population, and for fire fighting. Also has an active, 
volunteer fire company which has done good work here and 
in this community. 


There is a public library of good books in Bandera, also, 
aud it is hoped this splendid effort can become of the full 
value to our people that it merits and promises. A good hook 
is not to be valued in filthy lucre. There is no way of esti- 
mating the good one book may accomplish, if it is kept in cir- 
culation, carrying its message to humanity. 


Bandera has a splendid museum, also, This museum is an 
education, within itself, if properly used and understood. There 
ave so many and varied items or articles of interest therein, 
that one who really feels interested in such things must spend 
tours et a time and make many visits to it, to get the full 
benefit of what it offers. There are interesting articles there 
from all over Texas, many other states, and a great number 
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from South America and other regions. Go see this museum, 
guests, do not miss it, and you may want to go back often. 

The Library Building across from the Courthouse in Ban- 
dera, has also been fitted out for an emergency clinic or hospi- 
tal, so that such needs may be met right here, at home, when 
required. While it is hoped there may never be much demand 
upon its possibilities, yet that is one thing the community may 
stand badly in need of, and it is well to be thus prepared for 
any emergency. Humanity is at stake, the world over. Civili- 
zation hanging in the balance. MIGHT stalks abroad, disre- 
garding RIGHT. Men dare not express an honest thought, 
opinion. It has been piously said that this war is to remove 
FEAR from this Earth, yet the very weapon used to that de- 
sired end is FEAR itself; destroy FEAR by the power of 
FEAR. And how can we know the end? We had an ideal 
offered us—‘‘Faith, hope and CHARITY, and CHARITY is the 
greatest of these.” But we expect to drive FEAR from human 
hearts by force of FEAR. Great theory, no? No CHARITY 
for us! We can only hope this war ends with as little human 
blood spilled as possible, and that humanity awakens to the 
inexcusable, damnable crime of MIGHT thus plunging the hu- 
-man heart to such levels every generation, so that future gen- 
erations may refuse to be thus destroyed by the whim of dic- 
tators. 


' SCHOOLS 

In recent years, our rural schools have realized the ser- 
iousness of the drift toward the cities, as against rural life, 
and the threat to our civilization, thus involved; and, to meet 
that situation, the youth of such communities are now being 
taught how to remain at home, on the farms and ranches where 
they have a chiance to become real men and women, self-re- 
specting AMERICAN CITIZENS, ready to look life in the eye 
unflinchingly, meet any situation cooly, bravely, as onty ‘the 
rural-reared soul can learn to be and live. ‘There is no place 
equal to the farm and ranch for developing character, and our 
schools are now helping wonderfully in this. great effort to 
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“interest our boys and girls in home-building on our farms and 
_ ranches; how to develop our resources and conserve them to 
* the good and happiness of themselves and mankind. To aid 
in this good work Bandera County has a farm agent and a 
‘ home demonstration agent. May the good work continue! 

The Bandera Public School has two splendid, capacious 
buildings made of native stone, surrounded by beautiful grounds 
on a bluff overlooking the Medina River, and with delightful 
playgrounds, It is equipped with modern appliances for teach- 
ing the child the required studies of such a school, including 
homemaking and farming. It has 24 units of affiliation with 
.the State Department of Education; has an assessed valuation 
of $1,000,000.00, and an area of 128 square miles, operates a 
bus into five communities, transporting about 120 children. 
The enrollment is 337 pupils. W. B. Denman is Superintendent 
of the school, and there are ten other instructors. 

There is also a Catholic School in Bandera that has done 
and is doing good service toward educating many of our future 
citizens, not alone toward that which is generally termed an 
education, but also toward higher ideals of life, standards of 
living, thus laying the foundation for better citizenship. It 
is also a native stone building. 

Medina Rural High School District No. 5, was formed June 
21, 1930, by consolidating Medina Independent, Wallace Creek, 
Lima, Crockett, Rocky and Honey Creek Districts. School-bus 
system serves all the children from a distance, some riding as 
much as sixty miles per day. Some teachers also reside out, 
and ride the bus to schoot. Wallace Creek District was named 
after W. W. Wallace, (Big Foot Wallace) who resided on Wal- 
Jace Creek in about the year.1850. Medina School is ruted as 
one of the best in its class in the State. Its graduates have 
‘made excellent records in the colleges and universities they 
have attended. The agriculture department has a building 
made of native stone. Other schools of the State have fashion- 
ed their agriculture buildings after this type. The homemak- 
ing department is also housed in a building of native stone 
made as nearly like a residence as possible so the girls might 
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coal MR 
have equipment and conditions similar to home-life. It is 
provided with adequate equipment to teach the students those 
things a homemaker should know. A student in this school 
may pursue a regular academic course, a vocational course, or 
- @ semi-business course. Our graduates from the High School 
department may enter any college or university of the State 
without an examination, as the school is an affiliated and ac- 
credited institution. Any further information may be had by 
contacting Marvin A. Hatfield, Superintendent; P. L. Garrison, 
President of the School Board, or L. C. Hinds, its Secretary. 
They have a very capable and efficient faculty of teachers, also. 


There are also seven smaller public schools in the County, 
each doing good work. This country and its future has always 
rested and always will rest largely upon the home-life and the 
little rural schools, where human character is largely formed, 
and these small, rural schools have a responsibility second 
only to the home in creating good, patriotic and worthy citizen- 
ship in our future men and women. The County School Super- 
intendent at Bandera, can give information as to these schools. 


The Frontier Times Magazine is also being published at 
Bandera. It is devoted largely to exploits and episodes of 
early-days in the making of Texas History, and is of interest 
and value to anyone who likes to read thereof. It is another 
enterprise helpful to this community in building for the future; 
educational in effect. 


Another educational institutiion helping to mold character 
for our present and future citizenship, is the Bantex Theatre. 
Think what we please, this and the radio now take their place 
along with any other urge upon the mentality of our citizen- 
ship, and make themselves felt in our mental viewpoint and 


attitude, for good or evil, as directed. Let us hope it may al- é 


ways be for the right. In describing a certain strong character, 
one writer said: “His strength rested upon the foundation of 
his virtue, his RIGHTNESS.” May RIGHT be stronger than 
WRONG! 
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Lima Community lies in the North Prong Canyon, one of 
the most beautiful and picturesque to be found anywhere; and 
there is a good, substantial citizenship there. 

Pipe Creek community, may be said to embrace the east 
end of the County, including the N. E. shore of Medina Lake 
down to the County line, The business enterprises include se- 
veral mercantile, cold drink, filling station businesses along 
the Highway, Post Office, Church, School and many splendid 


_ homes. At Medina Lake there are also places of amusement, 


cold drink stands, fishing, boating, etc. In all, Pipe Creek is 
a well rounded-out community. See that LAKE, Guests. 


Tarpley is another such community; having School, Post 
Office, store, cold drinks, Church, etc. The Hondo River is a 
beautiful stream there and good farms and ranches for miles 
around, owned and occupied by good, substantial citizens, make 
it a delightful region, in all. 


Then, in the Sabinal Canyon, in the west end of the County, 
is another splendid section and community of people, with daily 
mail to Vanderpool, from Sabinal, School, Church, Post Of- 
fice and store. At the head of the Sabinal River, rather out 
on the divide, is an oasis worth going to see; Station C. An 
oil company established a pump-station there with a wonder- 
ful plant and piece of machinery used to force oil on down to 
the Gulf of Mexico shipping point. This plant is a treat to 
see, and so also is the little village of homes for those working 
there; and they know how to meet and greet strangers and vis- 
itors. Do you good to visit them. A large part of the trade 
in that section of the County goes to Utopia, just over the line 
in Uvalde County. ‘The Vanderpool community includes many 
of the best homes found anywhere, delightful. 


It is said that Bandera is the Switzerland of Texas, and 
to good purpose as far as natural advantages go. Switzerland 
is twenty times as large as this County, and has something 
like sixty times the population of our County, in proportion to 
size, because they used their natural charm and attractions for 
the human heart and mind, treated their visitors right so they 
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Milt ey pea 


went back and took the world with them. We can do it if 
our hearts and minds are right, too. Make it what we call it. 

The community of Privilege, between Bandera and Pipe 
Creek, is another splendid one, with good homes and school, 
Church, etc. Tuff, at the head of West Prong of Medina River, 
is another beautiful, picturesque section, with good homes and 


charming scenery. The same is also true of the three Verde 


Communities: the East,'West and Middle Verdes. Go anywhere 
in Bandera ‘County, over any road, and see if you don’t enjoy 
the Fre scenery, aeteres surroundings, if you are natural. 
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BANDERA DIRECTORY 


I, E. ADAMIETZ INSURANCE CO. 


Fire, Life, Theft, Accident, Hail, Tornado 
Income Tax Consultant 


I. E. ADAMIETZ — M. D. KALKA 


ALAMO LUMBER COMPANY 


HOME BUILDERS 
Phone 158 


BANDERA MOTOR SERVICE 


OLIFF ADAMS 
Tractors, Trucks, Farm Machinery, General Repairing, Welding 
Conoco Gasoline, Oils and Greases, Tires and Batteries 
Phone 16 


W. G. BRYMER, M. D. Phg. 


General Practice of Medicine and Surgery 


Optics and Refractions, a Specialty 
Phone 98 





GENERAL MERCHANDISE STORE 


J. C. CALLAHAN 
Groceries, Drygoods, Feed 
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BANDERA COUNTY RANCHMEN 
AND FARMERS ASSOCIATION 


WOOL AND MOHAIR 


BANDERA ICE COMPANY 


L. L. BRIGHT, Owner 


VICTORY DRIVE IN — 


BANTEX THEATRE 


Two Shows Every Night. Complete Program of Topflight, 


Late Pictures, Short Features and Newsreels Every Change 


MR. AND MRS. J. C. WEBB, Owners 
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DR. C. C. CHANDLER 


DENTIST 
Offices in Harper Bldg., Bandera and Moore Bldg., San Antonio 





CONWILL’S FOOD STORE 


BANDERA COUNTY’S MOST COMPLETE FOOD STORE 
Phone 109 


COOK’S VARIETY STORE 
AND GIFT SHOP 


“A Little of Everything” 
W. T. COOK, Proprietor 


CORNER DRUG STORE 


A PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY 
Sundries, Gifts, Refreshments and full line of 
Veterinary Remedies 
Phone 137 


W. R. FLETCHER > 


ABSTRACTER 


MISS FLOSSIE PUE, Manager 
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‘M. BOYLE 
GENERAL MERCHANDISF 
BANDERA’S LEADING STORE 
Biggest, Best Stock of Goods in the County 


Old, Reliable Business 


a 


ELIZABETH M. HEISLER 


CHIROPRACTOR 


Office at Home. Phone 4F, Pipe Creek 


B. F. LANGFORD & SON 


HARDWARE STORE 


One of the ‘Oldest Firms in the County ) 


MIKE’S SERVICE STATION 


MAGNOLIA PRODUCTS 


MODERN DRESS & BEAUTY SHOP 
A HOME-OWNED ESTABLISHMENT 
A Complete line of Ladies Ready-To-Wear 
Well Equipped Beauty Shoppe 


MRS. RAY WYATT - Phone 177 
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PLUMMER FUNERAL HOME 
W. A. PLUMMER 


RANCHMEN’S CHEVROLET CO. 
REPAIRING—MECHANICAL WORK 

ON MAIN STREET _ 
- QO, E. ROBISON 


BEST YET CAFE 


Modern, Up-To-Date Service—Cold Drinks 


TEXACO PRODUCTS 


O. P. RUGH 


STEIN’S CLOTHIERS 


NEW STOCK OF DRY GOODS, SHOES, ETO. 
CLEANING AND PRESSING 
Phone 24 
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- RYAN’S RED AND WHITE STORE 
GROCERY AND MARKET _ 
Where Quality is Higher than Price 


WHITE KITCHEN 


GOOD FOOD—GOOD SERVICE 
TEXAS’ FINEST BARBECUE 


Cold Drinks of all Kinds 
Phone 97 


3 CIRCLE INN 


ON MAIN HIGHWAY | 
NEW MANAGEMENT—NEWLY ARRANGED 


Oo. S. T. CAFE AND CITY HOTEL 


CENTER OF BANDERA 
ONLY HOTEL LEADING CAFE 
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MEDINA DIRECTORY 


BEN ADAMS 4 G 37163 
RED AND WHITE , 


HOME OWNED—Complete Line Groceries, Meats, Feed 
Cedar Posts Bought and Sold © 








MR. AND MRS. J. E. ADAMS 


HANDY ANDY 
GROCERIES, MEAT MARKET 
VEGETABLES, ICE CREAM, COLD DRINKS 
Good, New Stock in New Tile Building 


CORNER DRUG STORE 


A PRESCRIPTION PHARMACY 
Sundries, Gifts, Refreshments and Full Line of 
Veterinary Remedies 
Phone 33 


DR. EUGENE BAYLIS — 


GENERAL MEDICAL PRACTICE 
Corner Next to Post Office 





N. V. BRALEY 


Justice of the Peace and Ex-Officio Notary Public : 
Office in Back of Post Office 
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MARVIN A. HATFIELD 
OPENING NEW 


DRUG STORE 
In New Tile Building on Main Street 


Full New Stock of Goods and Fixtures—See it 





W. O. HATFIELD 


DEALER IN GENERAL MERCHANDISE © 
- WHOLESALE AND RETAIL 


The Old Rock Store Built in 1888 
Good Stock of Goods 


J. H, LEWIS 
TEXACO SERVICE STATION 


Phone 28—**Nuf Said” 
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GUEST RANCHES 


BENNIE’S U BAR GUEST RANCH 


3 MILES WEST OF BANDERA 
River Front, Good Food, Beds, Horses 


“THE WESTERN SPIRIT” 


Winter and Summer Playground 


BILLINGS COURTS — 
IDEAL VACATION PLAYGROUND | 


Swimming, Boating, Horseback Riding the Year Round — 


os 


BUCKAROO GUEST RANCH 


All-Year Playground, River Front, Horses 
IN BANDERA, ON HIGHWAY 


COX’S PLACE 


MEDINA LAKE 


Boating, Bathing, Cottages, Restaurant, Cold Drinks 
AUGUST WHITLEY, Owner 
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DIXIE DUDE | 
RANCH 


“Your Home on The Range.” Real Ranchlife in Modern, 
Native-Stone mansion where hills and hospitality invite you. 


An ideal, ALL-YEAR recreation center. Come, participate: 
in ranch activities at an altitude of 1600 feet; pure, fresh air; 
ood, home-cooked food. INFORMAL RANCH-LIFE. Cow 
ponies and wide spaces. HOME. 





JOLETA GUEST RANCH 


FAMOUS FOR FOOD 


Swimming Pool Recently Filled with Deep: Well Water 
Better Saddle Horses — On Highway 16 
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‘MAYAN | 
GUEST RANCH 


Come, get a closeup of vigorous western life. Horseback. 
Riding, Swimming, Moonlight Trail Riding, Old Time Dances, 
-. Chuck Wagon Parties, Rodeos. Mile river front at Bandera. 
Private houses built of native stone, baths, hot. and cold wa- 
ter, Electricity, Fireplaces, Simmons Beds, Custom Built Fur- 
niture. Real Ranch Life, yet in Town. Every convenience for 
all-year living. 





MT. RUGH COURTS 
FINEST VIEWPOINT IN BANDERA 


Individual Cottages, on high bluff overlooking beautiful 
Medina River and Bandera 
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ROUND UP DUDE RANCH 


MODERN CONVENIENCES—COURTEOUS TREATMENT 


Nestling amid big oaks on good road, one mile from Bandera 
Horses to ride, games enjoyed, Hammocks hanging in the shade, 
dancing, goou rood, river nearby. Live with us the year 
round. You will COME BACK, TOO. 





YES, THERE ARE OTHERS, beautiful, well improved, 
well conducted ones. There are hundreds of beautiful homes 
and ranches; the County has practicing attorneys; blacksmiths, 
banks, money-lenders, real estate and livestock commission 
men; but you can get away from all that and find places where 
_ you can rest, think, re-create your mental faculties. See some 
of those places, | 





A BAR A RANCH 


Breeders of Registered and Commercial Herefords 


EK. M. ANDERSON, JR., Owner 
Phone 25F2 - Medina, Texas . 





THE BANDERA NEW ERA 


The Only Newspaper in Bandera County 


| R. W. MEITZEN, Publisher 
Phone 91 _ Bandera, Texas 
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